
1984, A DYSTOPIAN NOVEL ? 
 

     
 

Ric Arthur Blair, well known as George Orwell, has written a famous book: 

1984 (The title is the inversion of publication’s date: 1948). The novel is a 

dystopia, a warning against totalitarian regimes. 

Orwell dystopian novel describes a world which is frighteningly evil or absurd. It’s 

an imaginary novel taken from of the reality during the years 1940’s, it’s the mirror 

of German, Spanish and Russian societies. In dystopia, an omnipotent leader 

controls everything and everybody, he has all the powers. 

George Orwell has written this fiction novel to denounce the totalitarian regimes, 

the bad living conditions, and the government. He was a socialist novelist who has 

fought against totalitarian regimes, he was committed. In the late 40’s, there was 

a totalitarian regime with Hitler, in Russia with Staline and in Spain with Franco. 

In these countries, people were living in poverty, in slums; they had no freedom 

because they were always spied. They lived in terror, oppression and repression. 

The society was split. Leaders eradicated all the dissenters, they were tortured 

then killed. There were endoctrination, censorship, brainwashing, and 

propaganda. 

The country, where the story takes place in the Oceanian province of Airstrip One, 

in a world of perpetual war, it looks like Russia and Germany because the 

dictature was very present in these 2 countries and Germany and Russia were 

worlds in perpetual war. The leaders looks like Big Brother, they have a 

moustache, the one of Hitler looks like Big Brother, they behave like him. They 

have the same methods. 
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In 1984198419841984, Big Brother was a poster, it shows the face of a man, who speaks “Big 

Brother is watching you”. It’s why people live in fear. Big Brother embodies the 

dictators, omnipotent leaders, for example Staline or Hitler. 

 In Oceania, Winston, the main character embodies everybody; it’s not an accident 

if the main character bears the name of the prime minister in Great Britain, 

Winston Churchill at that period. Winston Smith rewrites and distorts the history; 

there is a link between Smith and Orwell: they have done the same things. They 

have rewritten the history they have been journalists, Smith in the Ministry of 

Truth and Orwell in the BBC. 

In George Orwell’s book, the Media changes the truth. Journalists distort the 

facts, rewrite the history because the media are censored. 
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